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NASA Applied Science: Disasters

The Disasters Applications area promotes the use 
of Earth observations to improve prediction of, 
preparation for, response to, and recovery from 
natural and technological disasters. Disaster 
applications and applied research on natural 
hazards support emergency preparedness leaders 
in developing mitigation approaches, such as early 
warning systems, and providing information and 
maps to disaster response and recovery teams.

https://disasters.nasa.gov
https://maps.disasters.nasa.gov



NASA Applied Science: Disasters

• The Program targets a spectrum of disasters, including floods, earthquakes, volcanoes, and 
landslides as well as combined hazards and cascading impacts. 

• The Program has Coordinators at NASA HQ and across NASA Centers to enable generation 
and delivery of data and products to end-users during disaster event activations.

• Since NASA is not an operational agency, the Disasters Program activates during an event 
upon an end-user request on a best efforts basis
- Airborne support is provided on a best efforts basis, subject to aircraft/instrument and 

funding availability 
• Products are shared directly to the end-user, posted to the Disasters website, and through 

the Disasters Geoportal.



Airborne Assets Request Form



Things to think about…

• Need to socialize data and form ahead of time
- Contra Costa and Alameda Counties, which will largely be 

affected by this event, will need to be familiar with the data and 
the process well ahead of a disaster

• Fits it with the notion of “trusted data”
- Need to work with stakeholders regarding how to get the data
- Need to document the process, not let it be stand alone

• NASA and other capabilities need to be familiarized to local 
stakeholders

- Webinars
- Articulated to high level decision makers, response users, and 

technical users
- Work together to develop the trusted data and usage
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